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Master of Design: 
Design Thinking and Sustainable Future

Learning outcomes

Being able to collaborate with people with different perspectives or talents to 
generate creative solutions that situated in concurrent sociotechnical contexts, 
while having a clear roadmap that leads to long-term positive changes of 
individual, social and natural lives.

Acquiring solid professional and academic skills that support both career 
pathways and long-term personal growth.  

Learning about Chinese culture for the enrichment of self and applying 
Chinese wisdom for the betterment of all.    

Using China as a gateway to explore global professional opportunities.  
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Design Thinking and Sustainable Future program aims to nurture creative leadership that cares and 
delivers. It is a two-year Ma ster program offered by College of Design and Innovation (D&I) at Tongji 
University for international students (Non-Chinese Nationality) who are interested in exploring pathways 
to future leadership opportunities in private businesses, public services, non-profit organization, and etc.

Developing critical mind and skill sets of reading and framing wicked problems with respect to diversity 
and great good for all, and being able to apply design thinking as creative power in solving complex 
sociotechnical system problems.



Structure and Curriculum

Full-Time Candidature

Minimum Maximum

2 Academic Years (4 Semesters) 4 Academic Years (8 Semesters)

*Note: 1 Academic Year is equivalent to 2 Semesters

Design Thinking and Sustainable Future is a two-year fulltime Master program, 
with total study time may extend to maximum 4 years. All students are 
required to complete 55 Tongji Credits (TJC) to be awarded the degree within 
the maximum length of study.

The program commences each year around the end of August to early 
September. The first year helps students develop a framework with themes 
that allow them digest, frame complex sociotechnical problems in relation to 
thinking and practices of design. The second-year program supports the 
development of students’ own career interests and competence through 
independent studies, thesis project, integration with other master programs 
from D&I, professional placements, and more.
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Curriculum

The curriculum contains total 55 credits (see below) that is uniquely struc-
tured and different from any available existing curriculum internationally, with 
wide range of electives that support individual interests and goals, and cultur-
al studies that give students a solid understanding of Chinese culture and use 
China as a gateway to professional opportunities internationally. 
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Available Electives 

Note: Not all courses listed will be provided in each semester. Courses offered 
are subject to the availability of instructors and resources.

Some of the courses might be altered accordingly.
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Faculty Team

Prof. Dr.
Ling Fan

Prof. Dr.
Kaja Tooming 
Buchanan

Asso.Prof. Dr.
Weiwei Guo

Dr.Eun Ji Cho
Associate 
Research Fellow

Dr.Daniel Graff
Research Fellow

Prof. Dr.
Nan Cao

Prof. Dr.
Fei Hu

Asso.Prof. Dr.
Alice Comi

Prof. Dr.
Yunsheng Su

Prof. Dr.
Xiangyang Xin
Program Leader

Asso.Prof. Dr.
Francesca Valsecchi

Prof. Dr.
Li Zhang

Prof. Dr.
Kostas Terzidis

Prof. Dr.
Haian Xue

Prof. Dr.
Filippo Fabrocini

Asso.Prof. Dr.
Avril Accolla

Asso.Prof. Dr.
Qi Wang

Asso.Prof. Dr.
Zhejun Liu

Dr.Jin Ma
Research Fellow

Prof. Dr.
Jie Wu

Prof. Dr.
Yongqi Lou

Asso.Prof. Dr.
Chang Liu

Asso.Prof.
Hyejin Lee

Prof.Dr.
Yong Se Kim
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Master of Design: Design Thinking and Sustainable Future Program has full 
access to the faculty team of College of Design and Innovation at Tongji 
University, which consists international-renowned scholars and young 
professors with diverse backgrounds and expertise. 

More info : https://tjdi.tongji.edu.cn/TeacherLogo.do?lang=en



Application

Round Target Application Period

1st Chinese Government Scholarship 
or Self-Funded:

October 25, 2025 - December 20, 
2025

2nd Shanghai Municipal Government 
Scholarship or Self-Funded: 

January 10, 2026 - March 20, 2026

Timeline

There is only one intake in each Fall semester. Applications for Fall Admission 
will roll in two rounds and the outcome of application will be released onwards 
via online:
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To apply to the Master of Design: Design Thinking and Sustainable Future 
program, the expected candidates are demanded to meet the following 
minimum requirements:

1. A Bachelor Degree in design or related areas. 

2. Degree Classification second class lower / Honours (Merit) and above or 
equivalent.

3. Two-year professional experience is preferred. 



Requirement Materials

Note: You need to upload the electronic application materials in the applica-
tion system. After admission, please bring the original paper application mate-
rials for verification when you report to the university. If you fail to submit the 
materials or they do not meet requirements, you will be rejected.

1. Personal information page of your passport (valid until March 1, 2027 
and beyond)

2. Bachelor’s graduation certificate and degree certificate

For a certificate in a language other than Chinese and English, the original 
notarized copy of the Chinese or English translation must be provided. The 
notarized copy must be issued by a Chinese embassy or consulate abroad, or 
a foreign embassy or consulate in China;

The original graduation certificate issued by the school of a new graduate 
needs to be provided. Upon admission, you need to bring the original 
graduation certificate for verification during registration;

3. Original or notarized transcripts of all courses in the bachelor’s degree

For a transcript in a language other than Chinese and English, the original 
notarized copy of the Chinese or English translation must be provided. The 
notarized copy must be issued by a Chinese embassy or consulate abroad, or 
a foreign embassy or consulate in China;

4. Proof of language proficiency

A certificate of competence in English. (A score of 80 and above in TOEFL iBT; 
or a minimum overall band of 6.0 in IELTS; or materials that proves candidates 
have taken a degree program of which the medium of instruction or working 
language was English)

5. Personal statement (including Study Plan)

Please write the introduction according to the personal statement template 
in the teaching language of the professional program (for example, the 
statement for a program taught in Chinese should be written in Chinese, and 
the statement for a program taught in English should be written in English).
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6. Two letters of recommendation

Original letters of recommendation from two associate professors or scholars 
with corresponding titles or above (the contact information of the recommender 
must be given).

7. Physical examination form for foreigners (within six months) or a current 
valid Chinese visa

To download the reference “Foreigner Physical Examination Form,” please use 
the following link: 

https://study.tongji.edu.cn/__local/9/24/BA/
A4518607CF4CC7026D165BE9C69_036F2181_18172.pdf?e=.pdf

8. Certificate of payment of registration fee

When remitting through an offline bank or online bank, you need to submit a 
photo of the remittance voucher or a screenshot of online remittance.

This is not required for remittance through the online application system. 
Payment can be made in the system upon submission of the application.

Applicants who have not paid the registration fee will not be considered.

9. Other application materials

Examples include acceptance letter for international student, award 
certificates, and admission notices of other universities.

10. Supplementary materials for graduate students at D&I

Work portfolio or related achievements: limited to 20 pages, and each item 
must be marked with the time of creation, instructor, and owner of the work.

As the size of file uploads is limited, the applicant should fill in the relevant 
infor-mation according to the template of Supplementary Materials for College 
of Design and Innovation and upload the file to the “Supplementary Materials” 
column of the online application system.

We may require applicants to provide additional materials if necessary.

All application materials must be uploaded when applying online, and 
materials without corresponding items should be uploaded to the 
“Supplementary Materials” column.

Failure to submit application materials that meet the above requirements 
within the specified time frame will be considered as an unsuccessful 
application.

For more information on the admission procedures, online application, and 
other related assistance or clarification, please refer to the official website of 
International Student Office Tongji University.

How to apply: https://study.tongji.edu.cn/info/1061/2638.htm

11. Contacts

Ms. JIANG Dan, Mail: jiangdan@tongji.edu.cn, Tel: (0086)21 65986693

Ms. YAN Siyi, Mail: yansy3@tongji.edu.cn, Tel: (0086) 21 65986693

D&I Web: tjdi.tongji.edu.cn

International study web: https://study.tongji.edu.cn/English/ADMISSION/
Application_information_updates.htm
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